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On Eagle’s Wings 
 
The time came for the kindness and love of God our 
Savior to appear. (Titus 3:4, TLB)  
 
Mike has a wonderful gift for interpreting scripture 
through art. This year’s cover is no exception! He 
captures Mary and Joseph’s tenderness and love for 
their newborn child. The infant Jesus sleeps 
peacefully cradled in Mary’s arms. Both are very 
human responses to the divine gift and revelation of God through his 
Son, Jesus. Thank you, Mike for gracing us with your work.   

 Mahsi Cho 

 

We are grateful for our production team of writers, editors, and 
proofreader: 

 

Robin Abrol    Bp. David Lehmann 
Bp. Rod Andrews   Sr. Joan Liss 
Marcia Baker    Rev. Steve Meysing 
Fiona Brownlee   Deacon Danielle McKenzie 
Jen Canipe    Tara Munn 
Wendy Cusick    Martina Norwegian 
Deacon Jan Davis   Bp. Larry Robertson 
Hedy Glenn    Elizabeth Rushton (Proofreader) 
Lois Graff    Kathryn Scott 
Rev. Lesley Hand (Editor)  Stephen Stewart 
Bp. Jon Hansen   Sarah Turgeon-O’Brien 
Rev. Susan Horton (Editor)  David Weber 
Bev Kazoleas    Susan Weber 
Rev. Tim Knauss   Bp. Chris Williams 
Bp. Larry Kochendorfer 
Barbara Kriebel  
 

We appreciate you inspiring us with your stories and insights 
as we walk through Advent together. 

Thank You! 

Mike Lee 
Graphic Artist. 
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        On Eagle’s Wings 
 

The time came for the kindness and love of God 
our Savior to appear. (Titus 3:4, TLB)  
 

Dear Friends, 
 

 The right time. God’s time. Kairos time. Opportune time. 

However we name it, I am always surprised and delighted when 

something happens at just the right time. Most often, something 

happening at the right time is an answer to prayer. It is one of the 

most tangible ways of seeing God’s presence and work. And, if I 

am very honest, my delight is often coupled with relief—relief 

that I can stop the exhausting effort of trying to make things 

happen. We have all worked hard for over two years trying to 

figure out how to respond to ministry needs and be God’s 

presence in new and different ways.  
 

 We need God’s love; we need his kindness. We need a 

Saviour! Perhaps this is why this verse from Titus spoke to me so 

profoundly as this year’s theme. It weaves together our sense of 

God acting and providing at the perfect time because he loves us, 

as well as our need for his love and kindness. Through sending 

Jesus to be born into this world just as we are, we can look at 

God. We know him as intimately as we know a family member 

or neighbour.  
 

 I hope you will enjoy, and be built up by, these Advent 

Reflections. Our writers express insights that expand our theme 

and draw us into the larger story of waiting, expectation, and the 

fulfillment of God’s promise of a Saviour. I pray that these 

reflections bless you on your Advent journey. 
 

May the peace, love, and kindness of God be 

with you and bring you to the fullness 

of joy this Christmas. 

Rev. Lesley Hand, Executive Director 
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First Sunday of Advent, November 27 

Going in Person 
 
The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the 
neighborhood.               John 1:16, MSG 
 
For the last few years COVID has had a major impact on our world. 
At On Eagle’s Wings we had to adapt and change how we do 
ministry in the North during periods of restrictions and quarantine.   
 
Sending written words and stories is certainly beneficial, and the 
communities loved our Bible Camp in a Bag. However, we were 
delighted to be able to deliver 7 in-person Bible Camps throughout 
the Arctic this year. Going in person takes things to a whole other 
level. Energy levels rise, engagement increases, teaching moves 
from telling only, to “show and tell.” 
 
Before Jesus, our forbearers had the written word of God recorded 
in the Torah, the Prophets, the poetry and songs that make up our 
Old Testament. They heard the stories of God at work in the world. 
 
But it was no substitute for going in person. Jesus, God’s Word, 
showed us a much clearer picture of who God is. John hit this point 
home when he wrote, “No one has ever seen God, but the one and 
only Son…has made him known.” (John 1:18) 
 
Jesus, thank you for revealing the Father to us. You show us 
who he is, what he is like, and just how much he loves us. 
Amen. 
 
Robin Abrol  (Ecumenical) 
On Eagle’s Wings Director of Ministry 
Edmonton, Alberta 
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Monday, November 28 

He’s Back! 
 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  
                 Matthew 3:1-2, NRSV 
 
He’s back – John the Baptist, I mean! His appearance is like 
clockwork. Every year at this time he wanders into our lives from 
out in the wilderness; he’s dressed in camel’s hair and a leather belt 
and chewing on locusts while licking wild honey off his fingers. 
 
John’s the kind of preacher that ignores the frills and heads right to 
the heart of the matter – repentance. 
 
Repentance is confession. It is also turning around and moving in 
the opposite direction. And, even more, repentance is to see with 
new eyes. Seeing ourselves and our world in a new way - in the 
way that Christ sees them - loved. 
 
Repentance plunges us back into daily life, into the life of God in 
the midst of the world. Its fruit can be seen in a thousand ways: the 
way in which we care for a child and the way we regard the child in 
the manger; the way in which we care for neighbor and stranger 
and those who have no room in the inn. 
 
Back into daily life, seeing with new eyes. 
 
God, give me eyes to see myself and the world in the way that 
you see.  Amen. 
 
Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  (Lutheran) 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories, ELCIC 
Edmonton, Alberta 
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Tuesday, November 29 

What Are You Waiting For? 
 
‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken 
by the wind? … What then did you go out to see?’   
             Matthew 11:7-9, NRSV 
 
Children wait for a lot of things: birthdays, vacations, and presents. 
Adults wait for more “grownup” things. We never seem to be 
satisfied with just where we are. We are always waiting for 
something or someplace new, exciting, different. 
 
Jesus spoke about expectation and waiting for something new when 
he discussed John the Baptist. Jesus asked the crowd, “What were 
you expecting? What were you looking for?” 
 
Our Bible Camp team prepared and waited expectantly to tell the 
children about Jesus. What we didn’t expect was to meet Fr. Jean 
Pochat, who, in one week, transformed our feelings and lives. We 
returned home indelibly marked with the knowledge of what true 
service means. What did we go expecting to see? Some children 
who must be taught about Jesus? We waited to go North to give a 
gift. Instead, we received an undeniable and unexpected gift. We 
were taught how humble service fills any void in any heart or mind.  
 
Our waiting and expectations continue. They always will. It’s okay 
to wait, but perhaps we need to reflect on the importance of what it 
is we wait for. Mary waited for the birth of Jesus. Hopefully, in our 
trudge through daily life, we are closing in on the true prize, the 
only prize really worth waiting for, our Lord Jesus. 
 
Oh Lord, we anticipate your coming as the tiny Babe of 
Bethlehem. On our way to that day, may our lives be worthy 
presents to our brothers and sisters who want to hear your 
voice. Reward our waiting with the gift that only you can give, 
eternal joy with you. Amen. 
 
David Weber  (Lutheran) 
On Eagle’s Wings Office Volunteer 
Lansdale, Pennsylvania 
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Wednesday, November 30 

Proclaim the Year of the Lord’s Favour 
 
The Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor…to 
comfort all who mourn…and to bestow on them a crown of beauty 
instead of ashes…a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. 
             Isaiah 61:1-3, NIV 
 
The theme for this Advent is about time, a time for love and 
kindness. As an old soulful song declared: “What the world needs 
now is love, sweet love. It’s the only thing that there’s just too little 
of…No, not just for some, but for everyone.” 
 
As I write, I see the truth of this on every scale. Today my 
community of Sambaa K’e is mourning the sad loss of a relative 
due to results of alcohol addiction. My home province of 
Saskatchewan is reeling and just starting to deal with after-effects of 
violence which has left families and a First Nations community in 
grief and horror. In the world we see the brokenness of God’s 
creation. Fear, hatred, and war bring suffering, displacement, loss of 
life. A climate in crisis means destruction of ecosystems and 
wildlife, and people hurt or displaced due to extreme weather 
events. 
 
Now is the time to pray “Come Lord, quickly” and to understand 
what that coming means for us. It means we receive and are invited 
to enact the love and kindness of God our Saviour in every way we 
can, with the help and strength of our Creator. Locally, we can 
speak for peace and act out of love. Globally, we can listen and hear 
the cries that God brings to our ears.   
 
God our Maker and Redeemer, we pray today for your love to 
fill us so that we can live the Gospel message, and bring love 
and hope to all we meet, especially to those who mourn and 
struggle with poverty. May we help to lift this world from 
despair and self-destruction. Your kingdom come, Lord. Amen. 
 
Kathryn Scott  (Lutheran) 
On Eagle’s Wings Supporter 
Sambaa K’e, Northwest Territories 
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Thursday, December 1 

Hopelessness to Happiness 
 
This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice 
of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him.’”         Matthew 3:2, NIV 
 
How John the Baptist must have felt being the voice that was 
calling in the desert. Was it because he felt unheard? Were people 
not paying attention? Were they not responding to what he was 
saying or doing?  
 
Today, we have world communication at our fingertips, yet at 
times we feel we are STILL ‘calling in the desert’. We see 
emptiness and hopelessness as we talk to everyone around us. 
Grieving losses of loved ones, homes, or jobs. With the mental 
anguish of all this, we are still expected to function and go on in 
life. Well-meaning comforting words and actions come from 
people around us feeling just as helpless. No matter how strong or 
confident we may feel, when disaster strikes, it pulls the rug out 
from under us…leaving us vulnerable, exposed, and helpless to 
take the next step.  
 
Courage activates sheer will that comes in many forms. My sheer 
will came from visualizing the Lord sitting next to me. My step 
was to physically crawl into his hands every day because I had 
nowhere else to turn. In his hands, I could wake up in the morning 
and expect something good to happen. In Jesus’ hands, I was no 
longer in the wilderness and could trade my hopelessness for 
happiness. 
 
My Lord, my God, mahsi, we thank you as you carry our 
burdens and we lean on you for peace and comfort that only 
you can give. As we wait for your coming, we live and pray in 
hope.  Amen 
 
Martina Norwegian  (Roman Catholic) 
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member 
Ft. Simpson, Northwest Territories 
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Friday, December 2 

Remember to Celebrate 
 
Celebrate this festival each year at the same time.  
          Exodus 13:10, CEV 
 
The people of the Bible celebrated many festivals during the year. 
Festivals, or feasts, bring people together to remember the past and 
enjoy the present. During Bible Camp one year we experienced a 
feast for Canada Day. The whole community was invited for a cook
-out, games and music. Our Bible Camp team joined in. We ate 
hamburgers, cheered for teams, and clapped to the drumming.    
 
Bible Camp is usually a once-a-year celebration. It’s a time when 
volunteers bring God’s Word to children. We read the words of the 
Bible about things that happened long ago. These stories, and all 
the other Bible Camp activities, teach us how God is with us right 
now.  
 
The people of the Bible marked their days by the festivals. Our 
festivals also mark our days. Advent helps us prepare for Jesus’ 
coming. Christmas reminds us that Jesus came to show us God’s 
love. All of our once-a-year celebrations show us one thing—that 
God’s love is with us every day!   
 
Dear God, thank you for these days to prepare for your coming 
and to celebrate your love for us. Help us to live each day in 
you.  Amen.   
 
Rev. Deacon Jan Davis  (Lutheran) 
On Eagle’s Wings Curriculum Writer 
Hanover, Pennsylvania 
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Now! 
 
Meanwhile, friends, wait patiently for the Master’s arrival. You see 
farmers do this all the time, waiting for their valuable crops to 
mature, patiently letting the rain do its slow but sure work. Be 
patient like that. Stay steady and strong.       James 5:7-8, MSG 
 
Now! I want it now! We check our phones and computers for the 
latest news, an email, an SMS/text, or what’s happening on social 
media. But, unfortunately, Advent is a time that seems out of sorts 
with today’s expectations of having instant accessibility. 
 
God’s time is not our time. We want those immediate answers to 
our prayers. When God’s people in the Old Testament called upon 
God, God responded. However, they didn’t listen, or God’s reply 
was too slow. 
 
God sent his Son Jesus to show God’s all-encompassing love for 
this world. God’s response was a baby in a manger. God came to us 
in our image to show that God truly knows us. 
 
Advent is a time to prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate Jesus’ 
first coming and ready ourselves for his return. Like the farmers for 
their crops or the return of longer days, we wait patiently. 
 
Gracious God, we wait with hope for what is to come. May the 
Holy Spirit give us strength for these days. 
 
Pastor Timothy Knauss  (Lutheran) 
Messiah Lutheran Church,  
Downingtown, Pennsylvania 

Saturday, December 3 
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Second Sunday of Advent, December 4 

Who’s Coming to Town? 
 
Do not remember the former things or consider the things of old. I 
am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth; do you not 
perceive it?                Isaiah 43:18-19, NRSV 
 
The arrival of a plane in a northern community can be exciting. Is it 
a mother returning with her newborn? A relative not seen in too 
long? A government worker responding to a need of the hamlet? A 
new teacher, or staff member for the nursing station? 
 
As we walked around Aklavik, getting acquainted and inviting 
folks to Bible Camp, we noticed kids would rush away when they 
heard a plane overhead. We followed them to the fenced end of the 
runway, looking up to see the markings on the aircraft, for they 
hinted at who might be coming to town.  
 
Looking up to see what’s new and what’s coming is an ancient part 
of our faith. Ever since Adam and Eve stopped trusting God, God 
has been calling us back into a loving relationship built on trust and 
faith. God used leaders like Moses, judges, kings, and prophets to 
call us back. Sometimes, our ancestors even experienced painful 
consequences for their lack of faith and trust. So, God tried 
something new - sending his Son, Jesus. 
 
God continues doing something new - coming to us and calling us 
back through the marks of Jesus’ kindness and love. When God 
does something new, trust it. 
 
Lord of Life, so many things are changing in my life and your 
world. Sometimes I get tired of change and long for something 
to stay the same. Help me claim or cling to the new life that 
Jesus continues offering. Show me how to be to other people a 
sign of your coming, your presence among us. Amen. 
 
Rev. Steve Meysing  (Lutheran) 
Former On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer & Governing Board 
Member 
Rector, Episcopal Church of Our Savior 
North Platte, Nebraska 
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Monday, December 5 

Longing for a Saviour 
 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it.                John 1:5, NRSV 
 
A few years ago I spent four days at a monastery on the Mount of 
Beatitudes, overlooking the Sea of Galilee. This is where Jesus 
spoke to 5000 people and delivered the Sermon on the Mount. 
 
Each night I searched the stars. I gazed at the lights of fishing boats 
on the Sea of Galilee. The lights of Tiberias sparkled across the 
lake. As I listened to the crickets and enjoyed the warm air, God 
seemed very close. 
 
This is where Jesus said “Blessed are the peacemakers.” Our world 
longs for peace, the peace Christ came to bring. Unfortunately, 
wars dominate and destroy life for many people. Millions of people 
are refugees. They search for shelter, food and medicine. No matter 
how they express it, refugees hope for a saviour, a redeemer, who 
will give them more abundant life. 
 
I visited a Palestinian Refugee Camp near Bethlehem. 11,000 
people lived in an area about half a kilometer square. Families of 12 
or more lived in one small room. They cooked, ate and slept in that 
tiny space.  
 
The war in Ukraine has displaced huge numbers of people from 
their homes. Refugees by the thousands struggle to make a new life 
far from home. Christ is present in all these places. Wherever 
humankind suffers, we find the Christ. 
 
“O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel that 
mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.”  
Amen. 
 
Bishop Rodney Andrews  (Anglican) 
11th Bishop of Saskatoon (Retired) 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
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Tuesday, December 6 

Looking in the Right Places 
 
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 
made us alive with Christ.         Ephesians 2:3, NIV 
 
Our theme verse for these Advent Reflections speaks of the 
appearance of God’s love and kindness, but in today’s world we 
might be asking when will we see that love? We experience God’s 
love in the gift of a babe whose birth we celebrate, and we look 
forward to receiving that love when Christ returns. But, what about 
the time in between? Perhaps we are looking in the wrong places!  
 
I am blessed in experiencing that love and kindness in many ways 
and most certainly when traveling North to teach Bible Camp. 
God’s kindness was everywhere – in the folks that supported us 
throughout our journey and most certainly in the folks of the 
communities who opened their hearts and homes to us. God’s love 
was in the smiles and laughter of the children as they heard the 
stories we shared. We were surrounded with God’s love, and we 
were alive in Christ!   
 
As you journey through Advent open your hearts to experience 
God’s love in new ways.   
 
Heavenly father, fill us with God’s love and kindness and let it 
flow from us, touching those who need to know your loving 
grace and making us alive in Christ!  Amen. 
 
Marcia Baker  (Lutheran) 
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member 
Blue Ridge Summit, Pennsylvania  
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Wednesday, December 7 

The Eagle People 
 
They that Wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; 
and they shall walk, and not faint.          Isaiah 40:31, KJV 
 
A team from On Eagle’s Wings was coming to Tsiigehtchic to do a 
Bible Camp. On a hot summer day before the team arrived, I made 
a quick visit with those who were to organize the accommodations. 
The place prepared for the team was excellent!  
 
As I got into my car two kids ran up to me. “Are you from the 
Eagle People?” they asked. Eagle People? What did that mean? 
Then it hit me. On Eagle’s Wings. I asked, “do you mean On 
Eagle’s Wing’s?”. “Yeh, the Eagle People, it has been so long since 
they were here.” “But they were here last year” I said, and the reply 
was “Yes, so long ago”. 
 
I could not resist asking what they liked about the Eagle People. 
The flurry of words came. “Games, stories of Jesus, lots of them 
and crafts and they are so friendly and and and…” on it went. I 
assured them that the Eagle People would be here next week and 
off they went to tell their friends. 
 
The “Eagle People” It has been my name for On Eagle’s Wings 
teams for 2 decades. They come in the strength of the Lord and 
share the love of the Lord touching countless numbers of children 
with the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ helping them to soar in His 
love. I will always now know them as the Eagle People. Through 
them God is proclaimed, and his love shown. 
 
Heavenly Father, thank you for the many teams of On Eagle’s 
Wings that come to our northern communities. Continue to be 
with these Eagle People that your love may continue to be 
proclaimed and the cross of Christ held high, touching many in 
the North. Amen. 
 
Bishop Larry Robertson  (Anglican) 
Retired Bishop of the Yukon 
Fort Frances, Ontario 
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Thursday, December 8 

Children 
 
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has 
not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.   1 John3:2, NIV 
 
One of my earliest memories is the excitement I felt as a child 
allowed to "go downstairs" by myself to Sunday school class. It 
was exciting to hear Bible stories, sometimes act them out, and 
sing songs about Jesus. As I grew older, I assisted my teacher with 
lessons, singing, and crafts with toddlers - quite a responsibility 
when I was 11 years old! One of the biggest joys was putting on a 
Nativity pageant for our tiny congregation. Organizing the children 
was a challenge, but seeing the happiness reflected in their eyes 
and those of their families was well worth it. More so, however, 
was the peace that came over me - and displayed on the faces of 
others - as the story of God's Gift to us all was retold yet again. 
 
I was able to feel that joy and peace again many years later when 
given the opportunity to share Bible stories with the children of Ft. 
Liard. The blessings of the Christ Child continue for all of us - 
God's children - regardless of earthly age. 
 
Heavenly Father, may the Holy Spirit continue to guide us 
through this peaceful season as we await the coming once more 
of your blessed Son, Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
Wendy Cusick  (Episcopalian) 
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member 
Lansdale, Pennsylvania 
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Kindness 
 

In order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable 
riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.       Ephesians 2:7-8, NIV 
 
Kindness. What is kindness? A lovely word? A fruit of the Spirit? 
A nice thought? Well, yes, it is. But kindness is so much more 
than just a word or a thought. Kindness is a tangible thing that is 
felt in the very depths of your soul. God gave us his grace and love 
through the kindness of his Son, Jesus. He saved us. 
 
Kindness is something that is craved and needed by us all. It’s one 
of those gifts that, when received, warms your heart and fills you 
with an unspeakable sensation of fullness, of rightness. Also, isn’t 
it interesting that when you give kindness to others, you’re filled, 
too? In today’s world of many uncertainties, kindness is needed 
more than ever. During this season, make it a top priority to be 
kind to others…and a second priority to be kind to yourself.  
 
Father, thank you for the ultimate kindness of Jesus. Show us 
how to share this kindness with others and with ourselves.  
Amen 
 
Jen Canipe  (Lutheran) 
On Eagle’s Wings Supporter 
Harrisburg, North Carolina 

Friday, December 9 
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Saturday, December 10 

Comfort and Joy 
 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.            Isaiah 40:1, NIV 
 
Last Advent I was organized. I had my candles for the wreath and 
extras to share! Advent 2021 was going to have a new observance, 
an Advent Tea Calendar. My joke is that I’m not a good Anglican, 
as I don’t like tea. But I thought I would strike out and try a variety 
of teas to mark the time of Advent by stopping for a cuppa every 
day. 
 
I spotted that tea calendar the other day, still waiting to be opened. 
Last Advent was a little darker than expected as my Dad, aged 92, 
landed into hospital and died before Christmas. He was surrounded 
by family and friends during his last days. While he was afraid to 
die, at the moment he did, he had a smirk on his face. I don’t know 
what Jesus was saying to him, but there was peace and joy. 
 
It was a good death. During those long days of waiting, the words of 
the prophet came to me. It was, and is, my hope that all people may 
know and trust the comfort Jesus gives us, as I and my Dad did then. 
 
Dear Lord, comfort of all, strengthen us to be your light and 
love in our families and communities we pray. Amen. 
 
Bishop David Lehmann  (Anglican) 
Diocese of Caledonia 
Prince Rupert, British Columbia 
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Where We Go 

• Northwest Territories 
• Nunavut 
• Northern Alberta 
• Northern Saskatchewan 
• Northern Ontario 
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“Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of 
God belongs to those who are like these children”….Then he took 
the children in his arms and placed his hands on their heads and 
blessed them.         Mark 10:14-16, NLT 

Why We Go 

Clockwise from top left: Bible story drama 

in Grise Fiord; individual craft help in 

Pine Channel; making Bible story props in 

Tuktoyaktuk; Bible Camp in a Bag crafts 

in Cambridge Bay; Bible Camp in a Bag 

activities in Moose Factory. 
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Trust in God 
 
She will give birth to a son. You will name him Creator Sets Free 
(Jesus), because he will set his people free from their bad hearts 
and broken ways.        Matthew 1:21, FNV 
 
Have you ever had the experience of being in a new place, with 
new people, and having no idea of how you should act? The first 
time I travelled to a fly-in community in northwestern Ontario, an 
Oji-Cree First Nation, I wasn't sure what to expect or how I should 
act. Fortunately for me, I made friends and learned so much from 
my time in that community. 
 
Joseph is not sure what to do with the news that Mary has given  
him. How is he to believe her? How is he supposed to act, as her 
pregnancy moves forward? 
 
Then he has a dream in which one of God's angels tells him to take 
Mary as his wife, to support her and to love her. The angel then 
says, “You will name him Jesus, Creator Sets Free,” so that this 
boy, God’s Son, will grow to be the one who sets God's people 
free. In other words, Joseph needs to trust God and Mary. As I had 
to trust my new friends. 
 
Loving God, we thank you for Creator Sets Free. May we 
always trust that you love and care for us. Amen. 
 
Fiona Brownlee  (Anglican) 
Aboriginal and Rural Communities Liaison, Diocese of Edmonton 
Wetaskiwin, Alberta 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 11 
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I Will Wait Right Here 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.  
       Romans 15:13, NRSV 
 
It’s a familiar scene each year. Big, brown eyes peering over the 
windowsill, giggles and whispers about who will ring the doorbell, 
our names called through the open window. The couple of hours 
between Bible Camp and crafts is an insurmountable amount of time 
for the children to wait. I said to one little girl that she still had thirty 
minutes until we would be ready. She replied, “Then I will wait 
right here for you.” True to her word, she was the first face I saw 
every evening when the door opened—a face filled with anticipation 
and hopefulness. I see the joy of believing in her steadfast 
confidence that it was worth waiting “right here” for us and for what 
she would experience. 
 
We wait. We wait for the next time we travel North; wait to see God 
in the face of a child eagerly waiting for us. Their joy is a reminder 
of all that’s worth waiting for.  
 
Advent is a time of waiting. Like the Israelites waiting for their 
Messiah, we find comfort and peace in the knowledge that what is 
coming is worth waiting for. How are we using the waiting time to 
prepare? Are we open to seeing the grace of God’s face in those we 
meet? Are we open to the joy and peace that believing in God will 
bring?  
 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you fill us with anticipation 
and belief in what’s to come. Thank you for giving us your son 
who gives us hope in this Advent season. We ask that you 
remind us to accept and appreciate the joy of this season of 
waiting. Amen. 
 
Susan Weber  (Lutheran) 
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer 
Media, Pennsylvania 

Monday, December 12 
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Tuesday, December 13 

Adventures in Faith 
 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly.           Romans 5:6, NRSV 
 
Robert Louis Stevenson wrote “The most beautiful adventures are 
not those we go to seek.” I believe that’s true. We get caught up 
envisioning the perfect gathering or vacation, and then realize that 
God had a better plan. 
 
That was a lesson learned the first years of teaching Bible Camp in 
the Tlicho region of the Northwest Territories. We planned 
afternoon sessions beginning at 1pm, and evenings at 7pm, posted 
flyers, and went door-to-door. On Monday we opened the doors of 
the church for the expected onslaught of children. Only five came. 
An hour later, disappointment turned to joy as more children, 
youth, and adults continued to arrive, filling the space! 
 
God knows the right time. God knew long before humankind 
rebelled against the Creator. At the right time, Jesus was sent into 
this fallen world because God had not given up. Jesus Christ, God’s 
only Son was born to a virgin and placed in a food trough! That was 
not what was expected, but exactly what was meant to be…the 
greatest gift and adventure ever! 
 
The surprise of the many who showed up for Bible School was a 
lesson in faith. We were not the ‘bringers’. God was. The joy and 
hope of the Good News are contagious and are spreading to 
children young and old! 
 
Eternal Lord, thank you for your everlasting love. Open our 
eyes. Continue to inspire, challenge, and empower us so that at 
the right time we are your witnesses.  Amen 
 
Lois Graff  (Lutheran) 
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member 
Huntsville, Alabama 
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Wednesday, December 14 

In Service to the Lord 
 
I am the Lord’s servant; may your word to me be fulfilled.  
                 Luke 1:38, NIV 
 
Few of us have received an angel with a message from God like 
Mary. Yet God has certainly invited us, many times, to do our part 
for his Kingdom. We are all called by God to ministry, to 
servanthood, and there are several ways to discern God’s call to us. 
Often, it is just a nudge or a sense which propels us. Other times, it 
is a revelation through prayer or a word given in God’s name by a 
fellow disciple. Even a strong pull towards a particular ministry can 
be the work of the Holy Spirit sparking an awareness of God’s will. 
 
It was obedient listening to the Holy Spirit that led to fulfilling a 
need in our community - establishing a food bank. A number of 
people felt that nudge towards action and voiced it. With God’s 
help, the food bank opened, fully stocked, just as the COVID-19 
pandemic was declared. The timing could only have been God’s! 
What a wonderful reminder that when he calls us to action, he has a 
specific purpose and a most amazing plan. 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the plan you had for Mary 
in bringing our Saviour Jesus Christ to earth. May we remain 
open to you always, embracing the proclamation, “We will, 
Lord, with your help!” Amen. 
 
Rev. Deacon Danielle McKenzie  (Anglican) 
On Eagle’s Wings supporter 
Brownvale, Alberta 
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Thursday, December 15 

Love Endures 
 
For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his 
faithfulness to all generations.      Psalm 100:5, NRSV 
 
Returning to Norman Wells was like coming to my second home 
because the people surrounded us with so much support and 
appreciation. The previous summer Mitzi had volunteered every 
day, plus made snacks for the children and volunteers, which her 
husband Ed often brought in. However, this summer I saw very 
little of them because they had company. 
 
Mitzi and Ed were celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary and 
invited me to the party! Ed is local to the region and Mitzi left 
Eastern Europe in the 1950s and became a cook for the oil company 
camp. The stories of their early years together were amazing, and 
sometimes disturbing due to the discrimination toward Indigenous 
people. Ed was persistent, becoming the first aboriginal to be hired 
full time. Ed and Mitzi persevered with good humour and with a 
strong faith in God. In fact, when the new mayor asked Ed what he 
could do for him, Ed answered, “I would like to see you in 
Church!” 
 
Ed and Mitzi’s enduring love for one another, for their church, their 
family and their community is an example for all of us. Their love 
and faithfulness are an inspiration in this Advent season when we 
celebrate the love that God has shown to each of us by sending His 
only Son into our world to die for us. 
 
Our Father, our Creator, in this season of Advent, open our 
hearts and minds to your enduring love which you sent to us as 
a tiny baby. Help us to become more loving to all of your people 
and faithful in our service to you. Amen. 
 
Barbara Kriebel  (Lutheran) 
On Eagle’s Wings Mailing Co-Ordinator 
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
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Friday, December 16 

It Feels Like Christmas 
 
Glory to God in the highest and on earth, peace, goodwill toward 
men.                 Luke 2:14, KJV 
 
For the last two years we have assembled Bible Camp in a Bag in 
individual locations as a result of COVID restrictions. This year we 
were excited to come together and work as a group of volunteers, 
visiting, laughing, and sharing stories. We assembled booklets, 
craft supplies, and various general supplies in bags to be delivered 
to northern communities for children to work with as they studied 
Bible verses and learned about Jesus. Community leaders tell us it 
feels like Christmas when the packages arrive.  
 
As we await the birth of Jesus we can also gather as volunteers, for 
services, to meet with friends, to express our thanks to God and 
each other, and to share the joy of his birth with others. We can 
show kindness to those less fortunate in so many ways, spread 
Jesus’ love for one another, and be bringers of peace and goodwill.  
 
Thank you, God, for all those who have participated in making 
Bible Camps successful this year and who have helped in 
spreading the word that Jesus loves us, cares for us, and is 
always with us. Help us continue to find ways to demonstrate 
your peace and goodwill this Advent season. 
 
Hedy Glenn  (Anglican) 
On Eagle’s Wings Office Assistant 
St. Albert, Alberta 

Below: Volunteers prepare Bible 
Camp in a Bag kits. 
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Saturday, December 17 

Open Hearts to Receive 
 
Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven.      Matthew 18:4, NRSV 
 
In this Holy Season as we prepare our hearts may we be reminded 
of the gift we are preparing to receive. We are asking, not because 
of our worthiness or qualifications, but rather because of God’s 
amazing grace and mercy to become heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life. May we come with the open hearts of children to 
receive the Lord Jesus Christ.   
  
I had the privilege of being a team member travelling to the North 
for the children’s Bible Camps. We began our camp with a chant; 
on the third day one of our cheerful wee girls said, “I will do it.” 
She did it with such joy that we all cheered. It always takes courage 
to step out, not with pride but a humble confident spirit.    
  
Our Church had wrapped our team in daily prayer. Situations we 
could never have imagined worked out in ways that we must only 
gratefully say “Thank you.”  
 
Holy God, as we prepare our hearts this Advent season may we 
be open to accept a life we will never understand and live it with 
joy, trusting that as we prepare for eternity all will be provided. 
Amen 
  
Beverly Kazoleas  (Anglican) 
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer 
Edson, Alberta 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18 

Surprise and Joy 
 
But when the fullness of time had come God sent His Son.   
        Galatians 4:4, NRSV 

 
Many families have their own traditions at Christmas time.  When I 
was young my father was always the last to go to bed on Christmas 
Eve. On Christmas morning we had to go straight to the kitchen for 
breakfast and only when this was over would my father open the 
living room door with a flourish and announce, “Look! Father 
Christmas has been!” My mother and my aunt and I would then 
express great surprise and joy at the wondrous occasion. It was our 
Christmas fantasy. 
 
The Christmas we look forward to in this Advent season is no 
fantasy. It is an historic fact, not a myth, but as true as any other 
well documented historical fact. In his wisdom God chose the time. 
In His love God performed the act.  
 
I remember my excitement at seeing all those gifts lying around the 
Christmas tree, but how much more amazing, indeed almost 
beyond belief, is the gift of Jesus to be our Lord and Saviour. 
Oh, that we could all capture again that surprise and joy this 
Christmas, not for a fairy story, but for the celebration of our living 
and reigning Lord. 
 
Heavenly Father, thank you for the most precious Christmas 
gift of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord. May we find ultimate joy in 
the life and Love of Jesus. Amen. 
 
Bishop Chris Williams  (Anglican) 
On Eagle’s Wings Hospitality Volunteer 
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories 
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Monday, December 19 

Hope 
 
The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not 
overpowered it.               John 1:5, NCV 
 
Many of us think promises come from God - promises for a happy 
home, for fulfilled dreams. While I believe God wants us to have 
an abundant life, he also wants us to see the blessings already in 
our midst instead of longing for what we don’t have.  
 
Christmas is full of happiness and celebration, but it can also be 
full of heartache - as what we don’t have can be magnified. We do 
have the promise of God, that he sent the infant Jesus at Christmas 
in order that we may be saved. Life here on earth may be hard but 
God has made a clear promise that his children will one day be 
with him.  
 
Hope brings a lifelong offering of peace, rest from daily struggles. 
When hope is from God it offers not only a temporary break but 
assurance of his blessing in the end. When all else fails here and 
now in our lives, we can hope in this. When we get caught up in 
the darkness, when we fail to have hope, or lose hope, we forget 
the light. The great thing about light is its ability to pierce the 
darkness. Whether the tiniest spark or a dimly lit bulb, it will light 
up a darkened room. Jesus is the light to shine in the corners of our 
hearts. Hope is what we can choose in response to this light. 
 
Lord, increase our trust and hope in the promises you make in 
Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
Sarah Turgeon-O’Brien  (Anglican) 
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer 
Sorrento, British Columbia 
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Tuesday, December 20 

Gifts from Buffalo 
 
The time came for the kindness and love of God our Savior to 
appear.       Titus 3:4, TLB 
 
The Northern Store plays an important role in a fly-in community 
in the north. It is their “shopping mall”. The Northern Store gets in 
much special stock for Christmas. However, one year in December, 
the store burnt to the ground. Everything was lost! As Amazon 
wasn’t in existence, many felt it would be a year without presents. 
 
Buffalo Airline, based in Yellowknife, learned of the disaster and 
felt sorry for the people, especially the children. They took 
immediate action and got a list of names of everyone in the 
community. Then they purchased gifts for them all. A plane load of 
gifts arrived. Parents were invited to come to the community hall 
and choose a gift for each person in the family. The gratitude of the 
people was overwhelming, not just that they were getting gifts, but 
that others in their busy lives cared enough to donate and sacrifice 
their time in order to make Christmas nice for them.   
 
Gifts are symbols of love and God’s love reached this community 
through the caring and generosity of the Buffalo workers.   
 
Jesus, open our hearts to both receive and give your love. Help 
us to be aware of the needs around us and to respond to them 
in a spirit of love. This we ask in your name.  Amen. 
 
Sr. Joan Liss  (Roman Catholic) 
Retired Pastoral Leader, Ft. Good Hope, Northwest Territories 
Former On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member 
Waterdown, Ontario 
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Wednesday December 21 

The Gift of Presence 
 
And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 
comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, 
the child in my womb leaped for joy.     Luke 1:43-44, NRSV 
 
I recall one of my first visits to the small northern community of 
Tuktoyaktuk. It was a little hamlet, but I still was overwhelmed by 
the newness of it all and was trying not to feel too out of place. Sr. 
Fay, the local pastoral leader, in an effort to help me get to know 
people, asked one of the young men to take me fishing on the 
point. Without hesitation he agreed, and we gathered a couple of 
rods and some tackle and walked the short distance to a small spit 
of land that separated the calm waters of the natural harbor from 
the open ocean beyond. 
 
After fishing for a while, without any luck, I broke the silence by 
asking, “Do you catch many fish here?” His simple response was, 
“There are no fish here.” I then realized this was not about fishing. 
This was a way of making the new person feel welcome. No words, 
nothing accomplished, just spending time in one another’s 
presence. 
 
As we wait for the coming of Christ, may we find, in the 
stillness of the Advent peace, the gift of God’s presence in our 
hearts. Through that gift, may we be the same comfort for 
others that Mary was for Elizabeth and that God is for us. 
 
Bishop Jon Hansen, C.Ss.R.  (Roman Catholic) 
Diocese of Mackenzie-Fort Smith 
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories 
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Thursday, December 22 

New Stories 
 
I use stories when I speak to them because when they look, they 
cannot see, and when they listen, they cannot hear or understand. 
        Matthew 13:13, CEV 
 
The most successful Bible Camp lesson my team had in the North 
was when we taught about Simeon and Anna seeing the baby Jesus. 
Simeon was an old man who had been promised by God to see the 
Messiah before he died. Anna was an old woman who was also 
there and praised God for Jesus. These two, who appear in the 
second chapter of Luke, were people that the children of our Bible 
Camp had not heard of, but they could relate to them.  
 
All the children knew elders who enjoyed watching the children. 
When we asked why they liked that lesson, the most common 
answer that we received was that it was a new story for them. We 
caught their attention with a new story. Maybe that was part of the 
reason Jesus also used stories, telling a new story to get people’s 
attention so that they might absorb the lessons without tuning out. 
 
Heavenly Father, help us to listen to every story from you as if it 
is new, so that we may learn even if we cannot see or hear you 
when we you speak plainly to us.  Amen. 
 
Stephen Stewart  (Lutheran) 
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member 
Lansdale, Pennsylvania 
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Friday, December 23 

Moving In 
 
The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the 
neighborhood.               John 1:14, MSG 
 
When I moved to Fort McMurray in 2003 I first heard the term 
FIFO, or Fly In Fly Out. This is a shorthand for workers at the large 
oilsands mines who either fly into large work camps, or commute to 
the city but make their lives elsewhere. For a long time I was 
conflicted about FIFO, because although the companies contributed 
to the community and provided livelihood to thousands of local 
people, a huge number of people just didn’t seem to care about our 
community, despite working in or alongside it.  
 
When our family left Fort McMurray I went to work at a coal mine 
near the town where I grew up. I commuted from my little farm 
near Edmonton, and thus had to re-think my attitude towards 
commuters. We recently moved our family back to that town, and 
I’m surprised by how many people I have been bumping into who 
remember me. That didn’t happen when I was commuting. It 
reminded me that moving into the neighbourhood is not the same as 
visiting or commuting.  
 
Our omnipotent, omniscient God chose to reveal himself to us as a 
human baby, creating our neighbourhoods, moving into our 
neighbourhood, and showing us how to love one another. 
 
Heavenly Father, during this Advent season help us reflect on 
the coming of Christ as a child among us and guide our church 
neighbourhoods in humble obedience to him. Amen. 
 
Tara Munn  (Anglican) 
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member  
Edson, Alberta 
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Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24 

Appearing Among Us 
 

The time came for the kindness and love of God our Savior to 
appear.       Titus 3:4, TLB 
 
“Don’t take your bags in. Flight’s cancelled!” Without food and 
accommodation, what would we do? We didn’t know how long our 
stay in the North would be extended. One day? Two days? No-one 
had answers. It felt like a huge let-down at the end of two 
wonderful Bible Camps, renewing friendships and meeting new 
children. 
 
Right away, God’s love and kindness appeared in the form of 
community. This was opening day at the airport café. Along with 
friends and other stranded passengers, we gathered around café 
tables sharing stories and plans. Laughter and compassion 
abounded. Later we realized that we were developing an extended 
community with northern volunteers and residents.  
 
The big question was, “Where will we stay?” We had checked out 
of our apartment four days ago, and hotel rooms were expensive. 
But we had few options. However, every hotel responded the same 
way… “No room at the inn”. It was unlikely that our apartment 
would be available. As a last resort, though, we called the manager 
anyway. Our prayers were answered. It was available! God’s love 
and kindness appeared in the form of a compassionate apartment 
manager. 
 
As we celebrate the love and kindness of our Saviour appearing 
among us in the form of the infant Jesus, where do we see Jesus 
among us bringing hope, care, and compassion to our mixed-up 
world this Christmas? How can we be part of that? 
 
Loving God, on this holy night, you revealed your great love for 
us in sending Jesus to live among us. May we see his presence 
each day and be ready to convey his love and kindness through 
our own words and actions. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Rev Lesley Hand  (Anglican) 
On Eagle’s Wings Executive Director 
Spruce Grove, Alberta 
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VOLUNTEERS—Part of God’s Story 
 

Volunteering for northern Bible Camps with On Eagle’s Wings is a unique 
opportunity to share God’s love and build relationships with our northern brothers 
and sisters. People volunteer for many reasons. Some feel a deep sense of 
God’s call to serve; others are drawn by the stark beauty of the landscape, or 
want to learn more about the people and their culture. Still others simply love 
children and want to teach them. No matter what the reason, be sure that God is 
already at work both in you and the people you will visit. 
 
For many, being with children in a northern Bible Camp is the definitive volunteer 
experience in the North. Bible Camps are held year-round based on the needs of 
communities.  
 
Scan the QR code to learn more about volunteering to teach 
Bible Camp. Or email volunteer@oneagleswings.ca. 
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A Symbol of Ministry 
 

Our inspiring logo was designed and painted 
as a gift to On Eagle’s Wings from First 
Nations artist, Archie Beaulieu. It is Archie’s 
response to the powerful words of Isaiah, 
“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their 
strength. They will soar on wings like 
eagles.” It also reflects the land, animals and 
people of the North. 

Within the eagle Archie has included other animals of his land and 
culture. A northern family stands at the foot of the cross, the symbol 
of new life for all God’s people. 

Meet the On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board and Staff 

Martina Norwegian 
Ft. Simpson, NT 

Stephen Stewart 
Lansdale, PA 
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Lansdale, PA 
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Marcia Baker 
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Lois Graff 
Huntsville, AL 

Marilyn 
Goebel 
Spruce Grove, 
AB 
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Those who hope in the Lord will 
renew their strength. They will 

soar on wings like eagles. 
Isaiah 40:31 

MISSION STATEMENT 

On Eagle’s Wings is an ecumenical Christian 
ministry that proclaims Jesus Christ and serves the 

Church and individuals in remote and isolated 
areas of northern Canada. 
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